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I. OVERVIEW 

Students in the lower and upper school are introduced to the beauty of the Spanish language through the four basic communication skills of language 
learning: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Each of the units are built around a cultural theme and are divided into sections of dialogues, 
narratives, pronunciation, vocabulary, grammatical structure, and review drills. The approach is multimedia. All objectives are practiced with the 
goal of communicative and cultural awareness. 

II. RATIONALE 

The study of languages other than English is vital for students as they prepare to work and live in a global community. About 6.5% of the world's 
population speaks English as a first language. Researchers calculate that another 18.5% speak it as a second or foreign language, which leaves 75% 
of humanity who don't understand a word of English. 

Students who are proficient in more than one language have a vast array of career opportunities open to them, ranging from work with well-known 
multinational companies to international organizations or charities. Students who are proficient in more than one language are typically better versed 
in the understanding of grammar and syntax. 

In addition, research by the College Board shows that the longer students study a foreign language the higher their math and verbal SAT scores. 
Knowledge of a foreign language improves the student’s understanding and appreciation of their own language, and makes learning of a third 
language significantly easier. 

III. GOALS (Linked to NJ Core Content Standards) 

7.1 World Languages: All students will be able to use a world language in addition to English to engage in meaningful conversation, to understand 
and interpret spoken and written language, and to present information, concepts, and ideas, while also gaining an understanding of the perspectives of 
other cultures. Through language study, they will make connections with other content areas, compare the language and culture studied with their 
own, and participate in home and global communities. 

• Language learners can be expected to move through levels of proficiency at different rates. In addition, language learners may demonstrate differing 
proficiencies depending upon the communicative mode in which they are functioning (interpersonal, interpretive, or presentational). In Harding 
Township School, students who complete the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade sequence should meet the cumulative progress indicators for the Novice -Mid 
Level of proficiency. Novice-Mid Level students communicate using memorized words and phrases to talk about familiar topics related to school, 
home, and the community. By the end of Spanish 8th grade Spanish, students will: 

A Interpretive Mode 



1. Recognize familiar spoken or written words and phrases contained in culturally authentic  materials using electronic information  
sources related to targeted themes.  

2. Demonstrate comprehension of simple, oral and written directions, commands, and requests through appropriate physical response.  

3. Recognize a few common gestures and cultural practices associated with the target culture(s).  

4. Identify familiar people, places, and objects based on simple oral and/or written descriptions.  

5. Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral and written messages using age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic materials on 
familiar topics.  

B. Interpersonal Mode 

1. Use digital tools to exchange basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level related to self and targeted themes.  

2. Give and follow simple oral and written directions, commands, and requests when participating in age-appropriate classroom and 
cultural activities.  

3. Imitate appropriate gestures and intonation of the target culture(s)/language during greetings, leave-takings, and daily interactions.  

4. Ask and respond to simple questions, make requests, and express preferences using memorized words and phrases.  

5. Exchange information using words, phrases, and short sentences practiced in class on familiar topics or on topics studied in other 
content areas.  

C. Presentational Mode 

1. Use basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level to create a multimedia-rich presentation on targeted themes to be 
shared virtually with a target language audience.  

2. Imitate, recite, and/or dramatize simple poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits.  

3. Copy/write words, phrases, or simple guided texts on familiar topics.  

4. Present information from age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials orally or in writing.  



5. Name and label tangible cultural products and imitate cultural practices from the target culture(s).  

IV. ESSENTIAL CONTENT AND ACTIVITIES 

 See attached tables. 

V. EVALUATION 

LOWER SCHOOL STUDENTS 

A. Teacher Observations 

B. Student Participation in Class 

C. Regular oral testing to determine 

 1. Hearing acuity 

 2. Sound reproduction 

 3. Oral pronunciations and reading ability 

 4. Listening comprehension 

D. Mini-Projects 

UPPER SCHOOL STUDENTS  

A. Tests and Quizzes that accompany the text 

B. Student Participation in Class 

 B. Teacher-made Achievement Tests: 

  1. Quizzes: written and oral 

  2. Unit tests 

  3. Final exam (7th & 8th Grade Classes) 

 C. Regular oral testing to determine: 



  1. Hearing acuity 

  2. Sound reproduction 

  3. Oral pronunciations and reading ability 

  4. Listening comprehension 

 D. Student Compositions 

 E. Projects 

 F. Homework 

VI. RESOURCES 

A. Basic Text:  

Realidades A (This is used for all of 6th grade study and the first half of the 7th grade year.) Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008 Boston, Massachusetts 
(Peggy Palo Boyles, Myriam Met, Richard S. Sayers, Carol Eubanks Wargin) 

Realidades B (This is used for the second half of 7th grade study and all of the 8th grade year.) Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008 Boston, Massachusetts 
(Peggy Palo Boyles, Myriam Met, Richard S. Sayers, Carol Eubanks Wargin) 

B. Supplementary Materials: See attached tables. 

VII. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 Please see attached tables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 

SPANISH KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM 
 

Level: Kindergarten 
Units of Study: 
 Introducing oneself to others and engaging in short conversations 
 Identifying the letters of the Spanish alphabet and comparing them to the 

English alphabet 
 Identifying various colors and shapes 
 Counting from 0-31 
 Identifying the months of the year as well as the days of the week 
 Identifying the basic members of the family 
 Utilizing the possessive pronoun “mi” to explain their own family 

relationships 
 Identifying the main locations around a typical town setting 
 Identifying various farm and zoo animals 
 Describing animals based on their colors and size using the verb SER 
 Discussing the noun-adjective rules of the Spanish language 
 Utilizing the verb GUSTAR to state which animals they like 

 

Cultural Connections: 
 Cognates from Spanish to English 
 Calendar differences between cultures 
 The royal family of Spain 
 El día de los muertos (The Day of the Dead) 
 Christmas holiday traditions in Spanish-

speaking countries 
 Traditional housing in Spanish-speaking 

countries 
 Animals native to Spanish-speaking countries 
 Cinco de mayo (The 5th of May) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SPANISH GRADE 1 CURRICULUM 

 
Level: First Grade 
Units of Study: 
 Introducing oneself to others and engaging in short conversations 
 Identifying the letters of the Spanish alphabet and comparing them to the 

English alphabet 
 Identifying various colors and shapes 
 Counting from 0-31 
 Identifying the months of the year as well as the days of the week 
 Identifying the various food groups within the food pyramid 
 Identifying pieces of fruit and vegetables 
 Describing fruit and vegetables in complex sentences utilizing a wide array 

of adjectives 
 Discussing the noun-adjective rules of the Spanish language 
 Differentiating between masculine and feminine articles 
 Identifying the basic weather patterns of the four seasons 
 Describing the current weather in town 
 Identifying various articles of clothing 
 Utilizing the verb LLEVAR in complete sentences to describe what one and 

others are wearing 
 Discussing clothing trends amongst the Spanish-speaking countries 

 

Cultural Connections: 
 Cognates from Spanish to English 
 Calendar differences between cultures 
 El día de los muertos (The Day of the Dead) 
 Christmas holiday traditions in Spanish-

speaking countries 
 Traditional fruit and vegetable dishes of 

Spanish-speaking countries 
 Climate differences around the world 
 Clothing stores in Spain (via the Internet) 
 Clothing trends within Spanish-speaking 

countries 
 Cinco de mayo (The 5th of May) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SPANISH GRADE 2 CURRICULUM 

 
Level: Second Grade 
Units of Study: 
 Engaging in short conversations with others 
 Counting from 0-31 
 Sharing the date by using the months of the year as well as the days of the 

week 
 Discussing the three types of verb endings in Spanish 
 Identifying a variety of activities performed outside of school 
 Utilizing the verb GUSTAR orally and in writing to state preference 
 Identifying the materials and objects typically found within a classroom 
 Utilizing the verb TENER to describe what they and others have 
 Utilizing the verb NECESITAR to describe what they and others need 
 Identifying the various locations within a school setting 
 Identifying the various names utilized for those working and attending the 

school environment 
 Identifying the main sports and the equipment needed to take part in them 
 Utilizing the verbs JUGAR and MIRAR to discuss what one and other like 

to play and watch 
 Identifying the various parts of the body 
 Utilizing the verb SER to describe one’s physical characteristics 

 

Cultural Connections: 
 Cognates from Spanish to English 
 Calendar differences between cultures 
 El día de los muertos (The Day of the Dead) 
 Christmas holiday traditions in Spanish-

speaking countries 
 Compare and contrast the school environment 

in America to those in Spanish-speaking 
countries 

 The formal versus informal references for 
various people 

 Study the backgrounds of popular Spanish 
athletes 

 Discuss the rivalry between the Spanish 
soccer teams of Real Madrid and F.C. 
Barcelona 

 Cinco de mayo (The 5th of May) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SPANISH GRADE 3 CURRICULUM 

 
Level: Third Grade 
Units of Study: 
 Engaging in short conversations with others 
 Counting from 0-50 
 Sharing the date by using the months of the year as well as the days of the 

week 
 Identifying the aspects of the exterior of a house 
 Utilizing the verbs SER and TENER in complete sentences to describe 

one’s own house in detail 
 Utilizing a wide array of adjectives to describe textures and materials 
 Discussing the culture and geographical aspects of Spain 
 Discussing major landmarks and cities around Spain and plot their points on 

a map 
 Identifying the major food groups on the pyramid 
 Utilizing the verb GUSTAR to state what one and others like 
 Discussing the three main meals of the day 
 Discussing healthy options for breakfast 
 Utilizing the verb COMER in complete sentences to state what one and 

others eat 
 

Cultural Connections: 
 El día de los muertos (The Day of the Dead) 
 Compare and Contrast typical homes in 

America to those in Spanish-speaking 
countries 

 Discuss reasons for architectural designs of 
homes in Spanish-speaking countries 

 Christmas holiday traditions in Spanish-
speaking countries 

 Discuss traditional dishes from Spanish-
speaking countries 

 Cinco de mayo (The 5th of May) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SPANISH GRADE 4 CURRICULUM 

 
Level: Fourth Grade 
Units of Study: 
 Engaging in short conversations with others 
 Counting from 0-50 
 Sharing the date by using the months of the year as well as the days of the 

week 
 Identifying the various parts of the face 
 Utilizing the verbs SER and TENER to describe one’s own face as well as 

those of others 
 Comparing and contrasting one another’s physical characteristics 
 Identifying the main emotions and feelings experienced in life 
 Utilizing the verb ESTAR in order to state one’s condition as well as that of 

others 
 Identifying the members of the family, included extended family 
 Utilizing the possessive pronouns to express familiar relationships 
 Differentiating between definite and indefinite pronouns 

 

Cultural Connections: 
 El día de los muertos (The Day of the Dead) 
 Christmas holiday traditions in Spanish-

speaking countries 
 Discuss Pablo Picasso’s artwork through 

emotional expression 
 Common expressions in Spanish 
 The royal family of Spain 
 Cinco de mayo (The 5th of May) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SPANISH GRADE 5 CURRICULUM 

 
Level: Fifth Grade 
Units of Study: 
 Engaging in short conversations with others 
 Counting from 0-100 
 Reviewing the various colors and shapes 
 Utilizing the Spanish alphabet to spell various words 
 Sharing the date by using the months of the year as well as the days of the 

week 
 Identifying the various parts of the body 
 Differentiating between masculine and plural articles, as well as their 

singular and plural versions 
 Identifying activities that would require physical movement 
 Relating activities to the parts of the body by utilizing the verb USAR 
 Participating in a cultural research project based on a landmark in Spain 

Cultural Connections: 
 Brainstorm various Spanish cognates 
 El día de los muertos (The Day of the Dead) 
 Christmas holiday traditions in Spanish-

speaking countries 
 Discuss common expressions in Spanish 
 Cultural investigations/presentations based on 

famous landmarks in Spain 
 Cinco de mayo (The 5th of May) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SPANISH GRADE 6 CURRICULUM 

 
Theme: Preliminary Unit - The School Environment & Weather 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Greet people at different times of the day 
 Introduce yourself to others 
 Respond to classroom directions 
 Begin using numbers 
 Tell time 
 Identify body parts 
 Talk about things in the classroom 
 Ask questions about new words and phrases 
 Use the Spanish alphabet to spell words 
 Learn about the Aztec calendar 
 Describe weather conditions 
 Identify the seasons 
 Compare weather in the Northern and Southern Hemispheres 

 

 
Q1-Q2 

Cultural Connections 
 Spanish names of both genders 
 Informal “tú” versus formal “usted” forms 
 Punctuation marks in the written language 
 Salvador Dali’s artwork concerning time 
 Writing of the Maya Civilization 
 Calendar design of the Ancient Aztecs 
 The festival of San Fermín 
 Weather differences amongst the various Spanish-Speaking 

countries 
 

Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 
 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests 
 Individual/group projects 
 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 
 Realidades 1A Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Theme: Chapter 1 - My Friends & I 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Talk about activities you like and don’t like to do 
 Ask others what they like to do 
 Identify infinitives within the Spanish language 
 Understand cultural perspectives on favorite activities 
 Talk about personality traits 
 Ask and tell what people are like 
 Use adjectives to describe people 
 Differentiate between definite and indefinite articles 
 Identify correct word order within verbal and written sentences 
 Understand cultural perspectives on friendship 

 

 
Q2-Q3 

Cultural Connections 
 Pablo Picasso’s artwork 
 The Plaza Mayor of Madrid, Spain 
 Connections between Spanish-speaking countries through 

styles of music 
 Spanish influence via media sources 
 Frida Kahlo’s artwork 
 Simón Bolivar, “The Liberator” 
 Cognates that begin with es + consonant 
 Cibercafés in Spanish-speaking countries 
 Huipil, the Mayan fabric 
 Perspective of native speakers 
 Country Focus: Spain & the Caribbean  

 

Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 
 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests 
 Individual/group projects 
 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 
 Realidades 1A Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Theme: Chapter 2 – School Schedules & Subjects 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Talk about school schedules and subjects 
 Discuss what students do during the day 
 Ask and tell who is doing an action 
 Compare your school with that of a students in a Spanish-

speaking country 
 Describe a classroom 
 Indicate where things are located 
 Talk about more than one object or person 
 Utilize prepositions of location 
 Identify the subject pronouns 
 Conjugate verbs that end in –AR within the present tense 
 Conjugate and utilize the verb ESTAR 
 Identify the plurals of nouns and articles 
 Understand cultural perspectives on school 

 

 
Q3-Q4 

Cultural Connections 
 Fernando Botero, Colombian artist 
 Roman numerals in Spanish and English 
 Latin connections to the Spanish language 
 Native Spanish-speakers learn English 
 El recreo or recess during the school day 
 Mathematics and the Mayas 
 Expressing time in Spanish 
 Influence of soccer within the culture 
 Juana Inés de la Cruz, woman’s rights 
 Language through gestures 
 School uniforms in Spanish-speaking countries 
 Different currencies used throughout the Spanish-speaking 

countries 
 Lengths of the school year amongst the Spanish-speaking 

countries 
 Country Focus: Mexico & Central America 

 

Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 
 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests 
 Individual/group projects 
 In-class activities Materials 



 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

 Realidades 1A Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 

 
 
 
 
Theme: Chapter 3 – Meals Throughout the Day & Healthy Eating 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Talk about food and beverages for breakfast and lunch 
 Talk about likes and dislikes 
 Express how often something is done 
 Understand cultural perspectives on meals 
 Talk about foods and beverages for dinner 
 Describe what people or things are like 
 Discuss food, health, and exercise choices 
 Conjugate verbs that end in –ER and –IR within the present 

tense 
 Identify the plurals of adjectives 
 Conjugate and utilize the verb SER 
 Utilize nouns to modify other nouns 
 Understand cultural perspectives on diet and health 

 

 
Q4 

Cultural Connections 
 Bartolomé Murillo, Spanish painter 
 Food products imported from Spanish-speaking countries 
 Recipes for well-known meals 
 Traditional breakfast foods of Spain 
 Fruits and Vegetables from Central and South America 
 Diego Rivera, Mexican artist 
 Mate, national beverage of Argentina 
 Supermarkets versus Mercados 
 La Tomatina, festival in Spain 
 Influence of soccer around the world 
 Products found in Spanish-speaking countries used for medical 

use 
 Country Focus: South American countries 

 

Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 
 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests Materials 



 Individual/group projects 
 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

 Realidades 1A Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SPANISH GRADE 7 CURRICULUM 

 
Theme: Preliminary Unit – Review of 6th Grade Material 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Vocabulary regarding self and others 
 Describing people, places and things using a vast array of 

adjectives 
 Numbers 0-100 
 Stating the date from yesterday, today and tomorrow 
 Expressing time and time of day 
 Sharing and describing the attributes of the current weather 
 Describing school schedules and subjects 
 Identifying the meals throughout the day 
 Conjugating verbs within the present tense that end in –AR, -ER 

and –IR 
 Identify and utilize subject pronouns 
 Utilize adjectives (singular and plural forms) 
 Conjugate and utilize the verb GUSTAR 

 

 
Q1 

Cultural Connections 
 Spanish names of both genders 
 Informal “tú” versus formal “usted” forms 
 Punctuation marks in the written language 
 Time zone differences amongst the Spanish-speaking 

countries 
 Weather differences amongst the various Spanish-Speaking 

countries 
 

Assessments 



 Vocabulary based quizzes 
 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests 
 Individual/group projects 
 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 
 Realidades 1A Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme: Chapter 4 – Activities & Hobbies 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Talk about locations in your community 
 Discuss leisure activities 
 Talk about where you go and with whom 
 Conjugate and utilize the verb IR 
 Learn how to ask questions using the interrogatives 
 Differentiate between the various words of frequency 
 Understand cultural perspectives on leisure activities 
 Talk about activities outside of school 
 Conjugate and utilize the verb JUGAR 
 Extend, accept, and decline invitations 
 Tell when an event happens 
 Understand cultural perspectives on after-school activities 

 

 
Q1-Q2 

Cultural Connections 
 Francisco de Goya, Spanish painter 
 Gathering areas of “la plaza” 
 Latin based days of the week 
 Sports clubs and gyms in Spanish-speaking countries 
 Spanish-speaking communities in the United States 
 Music styles from Puerto Rico 
 History of San Juan, Puerto Rico 
 Andean music of South America 
 Flamenco dance and song from Spain 
 Child inspired songs and rhymes 
 Los Rábanos, Mexican festival 
 Spanish words borrowed from the English language 
 Camping over staying in hotels in Spain 
 Sergio García and Lorena Ochoa Reyes, golf athletes 

Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 
 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests 
 Individual/group projects 



 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

 Rebecca Lobo, Spanish basketball player 
 Hobbies of students in Spanish-speaking countries 
 Country Focus: The United States 

 
Materials 
 Realidades 1A Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 

 
 
 

Theme: Chapter 5 – Family & Food 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Describe families 
 Talk about celebrations and parties 
 Ask and tell ages 
 Conjugate and utilize the verb TENER 
 Express possession 
 Understand cultural perspectives on family and celebrations 
 Talk about family celebrations 
 Describe family members and friends 
 Ask politely to have something brought to you 
 Order a meal in a restaurant 
 Conjugate and utilize the verb VENIR 
 Understand cultural perspectives on family celebrations 

 

 
Q2-Q3 

Cultural Connections 
 Carmen Lomas Garza, Texan painter 
 Traditional Mexican decorations for birthday parties 
 Papel picado, Mexican decorations 
 Diego Rivera, Mexican artist 
 The Royal Family of Spain 
 Francisco de Goya, Spanish painter 
 Common Spanish last names in America 
 Diminutives in the Spanish language 
 La quinceañera, Mexican fifteenth birthday celebration for 

young women 
 Close ties amongst extended family members 
 Restaurant etiquette in Spanish-speaking countries 
 Adjectives ending in “-ísmo” 

Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 
 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests 



 Individual/group projects 
 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

 Cultural Recipes 
 El menu del día, options in restaurants 
 Santa Fe, Mexico 

 
Materials 
 Realidades 1B Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 

 
 
Theme: Chapter 6 – Home & Household Objects 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Talk about your bedroom 
 Describe bedroom items and electronic equipment 
 Conjugate and utilize the stem-changing verbs DORMIR and 

PODER 
 Make comparisons 
 Understand cultural perspectives on homes 
 Identify rooms in a house 
 Name household chores 
 Tell where you live 
 Identify and utilize the affirmative tú commands 
 Conjugate and utilize the present progressive tense 
 Understand cultural perspectives on different types of housing 

 

 
Q4 

Cultural Connections 
 Salvador Dalí, Spanish painter 
 Spanish-speaking country flags 
 Significance of the colors on the country flags 
 Juanes, Latin recording artist 
 La siesta, Spanish relaxation period 
 Root words in the Spanish language for context clues 
 Influence of Spanish-speaking architecture 
 Las luminarias, celebrating Christmas in Mexico 
 La arpillera, textile folk art by women in Chile 
 El patio, areas in traditional Spanish households 
 Nouns that end in “-dor” and “-dora” 
 Pattern in numbers 
 Cantaclara, authentic literature 
 Characteristics of homes in Spanish-speaking countries 

Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 
 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests 
 Individual/group projects 



 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

 
Materials 
 Realidades 1B Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 

 
 
 
 

 
HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 

SPANISH GRADE 8 CURRICULUM 
 

Theme: Preliminary Unit – Review of 7th Grade Material 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Calendar review and weather descriptions 
 Vocabulary regarding location and the community 
 Family celebrations and traditions 
 The home and household chores 
 Conjugate and utilize the verbs IR, VENIR, JUGAR, SER and 

TENER 
 Identify and utilize the words of frequency 
 Conjugate and utilize the stem-changing verbs 
 Express possession 
 Conjugate verbs within the present progressive tense 

 

 
Q1 

Cultural Connections 
 Time zone differences amongst the Spanish-speaking 

countries 
 Weather differences amongst the various Spanish-Speaking 

countries 
 Popular locations around Spanish-speaking communities 
 Birthday celebrations within the Mexican culture 
 Spanish-style house and architecture 

 Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 
 Grammar based quizzes Materials 



 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests 
 Individual/group projects 
 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

 Realidades 1B Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme: Chapter 7 – Shopping in Town & Gift-Giving 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Talk about clothes, shopping, and prices 
 Describe your plans 
 Talk about what you want and what you prefer 
 Conjugate and utilize the stem-changing verbs PENSAR, 

QUERER, and PREFERIR 
 Point out specific items 
 Identify and utilize the demonstrative adjectives 
 Understand cultural perspectives on shopping 
 Talk about buying gifts 
 Tell what happened in the past 
 Conjugate and utilize the preterite tense of verbs that end in –AR 
 Conjugate and utilize verbs that end in –CAR and –GAR to the 

preterite tense  
 Use direct object pronouns 
 Understand cultural perspectives on gift-giving 

 

 
Q1-Q2 

Cultural Connections 
 Joan Miró, Spanish painter 
 Fernando Botero, Colombian artist 
 Currencies of the Spanish-speaking countries 
 Nonverbal language of the Spanish culture 
 Carolina Herrera, Venezuelan designer 
 Elcorteingles.com 
 Traditional clothing from Panama 
 Carnaval, Latin American celebrations 
 Las molas, Kuna Indian fabric artwork 
 Nandutí, fine lace weavings from Paraguay 
 Centros comerciales, traditional specialty stores 
 Nouns that end in “-ería” 
 El Museo del Oro, Colombian museum 

Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 



 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests 
 Individual/group projects 
 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

 History of Central America 
 The Zapotecs, indigenous groups of Mexico 
 El Rastro, world’s largest flea market in Madrid, Spain 
 Las artesanías, handcrafted gifts from Puerto Rico 

 
Materials 
 Realidades 1B Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 

 
 

Theme: Chapter 8 – Vacation Experiences & Volunteering in the Community 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Talk about things to do on vacation 
 Describe places to visit while on vacation 
 Talk about events in the past 
 Conjugate and utilize the preterite tense of verbs that end in –ER 
 Conjugate and utilize the preterite tense of the verb IR 
 Utilize the personal “a” form 
 Understand cultural perspectives on travel and vacations 
 Discuss volunteer work and ways to protect the environment 
 Talk about what people say 
 Talk about what people did for others 
 Conjugate and utilize the present and preterite tenses of DECIR 
 Discuss and utilize indirect object pronouns 
 Conjugate and utilize the preterite tenses of the verbs HACER 

and DAR 
 Understand cultural perspectives on volunteer work 

 

 
Q2-Q3 

Cultural Connections 
 El Greco, Spanish painter 
 Mexico City’ Metro, one of the most advanced subways 
 Pantagonia, Southern tip of South America 
 Visiting Peru, culture and locations 
 El ojo de Dios, Mexican craft and tradition 
 Peace Corps in Spanish-speaking countries 
 El reciclaje, Spain as one of the leaders in recycling efforts 
 La Asociación Conservacionista de Monteverde, Costa Rican 

forest conservatory 
 Arte de Vidrio, Mexican production of glassware 
 El Hospital de la Caridad, hospice in Spain 
 Central American Tortuga Tinglar, turtle species 
 Habitat for Humanity efforts around the world 

Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 



 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests 
 Individual/group projects 
 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

 
Materials 
 Realidades 1B Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Theme: Chapter 9 – Entertainment 
 
Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Describe movies and television programs 
 Express opinions about entertainment 
 Talk about things you have done recently 
 Utilize the expression “acabar de + infinitive” 
 Understand cultural perspectives on common gestures 
 Talk about computers and the Internet 
 Learn to ask for something and to tell what something is used for 
 Conjugate and utilize the stem-changing verbs PEDIR and 

SERVIR 
 Talk about knowing people or knowing how to do things 
 Compare and contrast the verbs SABER and CONOCER 
 Understand cultural perspectives on using technology 

 

 
Q4 

Cultural Connections 
 Luis Buñuel, Spanish film-director 
 Telenovelas, popular Spanish soap operas 
 Sábado Gigante, one of the longest-running shows 
 Influence of the Spanish language and culture through the 

media and television 
 Communicative gestures used within the Spanish cultures 
 Pablo Picasso, Spanish painter 
 La Real Academia Española, authoritative dictionary of the 

Spanish language and syntax 
 Las Cuevas de Altamira, ancient cave drawings in Spain 
 Ciberspanglish, technical terms utilized online 

 

Assessments 
 Vocabulary based quizzes 
 Grammar based quizzes 
 Pronunciation based quizzes 
 Unit tests Materials 



 Individual/group projects 
 In-class activities 
 Homework assignments 
 Online practice resources 
 iPad voice recordings 

 Realidades 1B Textbook 
 Realidades 1A/B Workbook 
 PHS.com Online Resources 
 Visual Power Point Presentations relating to unit vocabulary 

and grammar concepts 
 iPad applications & resources 

 

 
 
 



I. OVERVIEW 

Students in the middle school are introduced to the beauty of the Chinese language through the four basic 

communication skills of language learning: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Units are built around a 

cultural theme and are divided into sections of dialogues, narratives, pronunciation, vocabulary, grammatical 

structure, and review drills. The approach is multimedia. All objectives are practiced with the goal of 

communicative and cultural awareness. 

II. RATIONALE 

The study of languages other than English is vital for students as they prepare to work and live in a global 

community. About 6.5% of the world's population speaks English as a first language. Researchers calculate that 

another 18.5% speak it as a second or foreign language, which leaves 75% of humanity who don't understand a 

word of English. 

Students who are proficient in more than one language have a vast array of career opportunities open to them, 

ranging from work with well-known multinational companies to international organizations or charities. 

Students who are proficient in more than one language are typically better versed in the understanding of 

grammar and syntax. 

In addition, research by the College Board shows that the longer students study a foreign language the higher 

their math and verbal SAT scores. Knowledge of a foreign language improves the student’s understanding and 

appreciation of their own language, and makes learning of a third language significantly easier. 

III. GOALS (Linked to NJ Core Content Standards) 

7.1 World Languages: All students will be able to use a world language in addition to English to engage in 

meaningful conversation, to understand and interpret spoken and written language, and to present information, 

concepts, and ideas, while also gaining an understanding of the perspectives of other cultures. Through 

language study, they will make connections with other content areas, compare the language and culture studied 

with their own, and participate in home and global communities. 

• Language learners can be expected to move through levels of proficiency at different rates. In addition, 

language learners may demonstrate differing proficiencies depending upon the communicative mode in which 

they are functioning (interpersonal, interpretive, or presentational). In Harding Township School, students who 

complete the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade sequence should meet the cumulative progress indicators for the Novice -

Mid Level of proficiency. Novice-Mid Level students communicate using memorized words and phrases to 

talk about familiar topics related to school, home, and the community. By the end of Chinese 8th grade, Chinese 

students will: 

A Interpretive Mode 

1. Recognize familiar spoken or written words and phrases contained in culturally authentic 

 materials using electronic information sources related to targeted themes.  

2. Demonstrate comprehension of simple, oral and written directions, commands, and requests 

 through appropriate physical response.  

3. Recognize a few common gestures and cultural practices associated with the target culture(s).  

4. Identify familiar people, places, and objects based on simple oral and/or written descriptions.  

5. Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral and written messages using age- and level-appropriate, 



            culturally authentic materials on familiar topics.  

B. Interpersonal Mode 

1. Use digital tools to exchange basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level related 

 to self and targeted themes.  

2. Give and follow simple oral and written directions, commands, and requests when participating 

 in age-appropriate classroom and cultural activities.  

3. Imitate appropriate gestures and intonation of the target culture(s)/language during greetings, 

 leave-takings, and daily interactions.  

4. Ask and respond to simple questions, make requests, and express preferences using memorized 

 words and phrases.  

5. Exchange information using words, phrases, and short sentences practiced in class on familiar 

 topics or on topics studied in other content areas.  

C. Presentational Mode 

1. Use basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level to create a multimedia-rich 

 presentation on targeted themes to be shared virtually with a target language audience.  

2. Imitate, recite, and/or dramatize simple poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits.  

3. Copy/write words, phrases, or simple guided texts on familiar topics.  

4. Present information from age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials orally or in 

 writing.  

5. Name and label tangible cultural products and imitate cultural practices from the target 

 culture(s).  

IV. ESSENTIAL CONTENT AND ACTIVITIES 

 See attached tables. 

V. EVALUATION 

 See attached tables. 

VI. RESOURCES 

A. Basic Text:  

Happy Chinese, Volume 1 (This is used for all of 6th grade study and the first half of the 7th grade year.) 

People’s Education Press, Printed in the People’s Republic of China, 2007. 

Happy Chinese, Volume 2 (This is used for the second half of 7th grade study and all of the 8th grade year.) 

People’s Education Press, Printed in the People’s Republic of China, 2007. 



B. Supplementary Materials: See attached tables. 

VII. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 Please see attached tables. 



HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 

CHINESE GRADE 5 CURRICULUM 
 

 

Level: Fifth Grade 

Units of Study: 

 Identifying letter of the Chinese alphabet 

 Understanding syllable structure in initial, final and tone of voice 

 Spelling words using Pinyin alphabet and tone marks 

 Introducing the use and reading of Chinese characters 

 Utilizing common greeting expressions 

 Asking someone’s name and introducing oneself 

 Adopting a Chinese name and spelling it correctly 

 Utilizing basic classroom communication and etiquette 

 Counting numbers 0-100 

 Telling time 

 Expressing the date using knowledge from the calendar structure 

 Identifying one’s nationality as well as others 

 Identifying various family members  

Cultural Connections: 

 Compare/Contrast Chinese and English 

alphabets 

 Origin of the Chinese characters 

 Differences in stating names 

 The Moon Festival, Chinese holiday  

 Finger gestures to express numbers in 

Chinese 

 Chinese New Year 

 Zodiac history and animals 

 Differences in paternal and maternal family 

member names 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 

CHINESE GRADE 6 CURRICULUM 

 

Theme: Unit 1 (Book 1)– You & I  

 
Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Greeting and meeting new people 

 Identifying oneself 

 Asking someone’s name 

 Asking and answering about one’s nationality 

 Asking and answering where one lives 

 Discussing the position and usage of adjectives 

 Expressing negation 

 Utilizing interrogative words in sentences and their placement 

 Utilizing the interrogative words for ‘what,’ ‘which,’ & ‘where’ 

 Identifying the importance of pronunciation and intonation 

  Discussing the difference in speaking informally and formally 

 

 
Q1 

Cultural Connections 

 Chinese cities 

 Pronunciation differences 

 Gestures of respect to greet others in China 

 Compare/Contrast names in China and U.S.A. 

 The Moon Festival, Chinese holiday 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 1 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 1 

 Online Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 2 – Family Members 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Identifying various family members 

 Introducing family members using demonstrative adjectives 

 Expressing negation when discussing family members 

 Utilizing the Chinese verb “to have” 

 Forming questions with the Chinese verb “to have” 

 Counting numbers 0-100 

 Recognizing and utilizing different “measure words” for people, 

animals and objects 

 Describing houses and rooms 

 Asking where a person lives 

 Using adverbs and negatives to express size 

  

 
Q2 

Cultural Connections 

 Chinese cities 

 Chinese New Year customs and cuisine, ex. spring couplets 

 Chinese cooking, making dumplings, eating fish & rich ball 

 Art of Chinese paper-cutting, making Chinese lanterns 

 Zodiac significance 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 1 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 1 

 Online Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 3 – Food/ Unit 4 – School Life 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Discussing foods and drinks 

 Asking people what they like to eat and drink 

 Responding to what you like to eat and drink (affirmative & 

negative) 

 Expressing preferences 

 Utilizing interrogative expressions to get more information 

 Utilizing adverbs (also, too) and their position in the Chinese 

sentence 

 Understanding and implementing the 7 rules of character writing 

 Asking and giving the date 

 Discussing class schedules and courses 

 Identifying various locations within the school 

 Talking about the Chinese verb ‘to go’ 

 Asking and telling where people go and not go 

 Understanding word order and sentence pattern in a Chinese 

sentence, ex. time 

 Introducing the structure of characters, directions 

 

 
Q3 

Cultural Connections 

 Chinese tea variety and history 

 Significance of the Chinese word ‘fish’ 

 Chinese food history, traditional dishes 

 Compare/contrast Chinese schools with U.S.A. schools 

 Student school like in China 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 1 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 1 

 Online Resources 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Theme: Unit 5 – Expressing Time & Weather 

 
Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Asking and telling what time it is 

 Discussing the weather 

 Giving the date according to the Chinese calendar 

 Asking and giving one’s birthday 

 Wishing people a Happy Birthday 

 Asking and giving one’s age 

 
Q4 

Cultural Connections 

 Expression of the date in Chinese 

 Cultural perspectives on age 

 History of sundials 

 Birthday celebrations in China 

 Varying weather conditions in China 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 1 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 1 

 Online Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 

CHINESE GRADE 7 CURRICULUM 

 

Theme: Unit 6 – Jobs 

 
Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Discussing different occupations and professions 

 Asking about someone’s job 

 Sharing information about jobs 

 Asking and telling where one works 

 Discussing different family members’ jobs 

 Expressing what job you’d like to have 

 Utilizing prepositions to indicate where one works 

 Introducing different patterns and structures in Chinese 

sentences 

 Making confirmations of Chinese statements 

 

 
Q1 

Cultural Connections 

 Creation and components of characters, abstract 

 Evolution of jobs in China 

 Chinese celebrities 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 1 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 1 

 Online Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 7 – Hobbies 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Discussing hobbies 

 Sharing preferences regarding personal hobbies 

 Talking about sports 

 Stating preferences on how one spends leisure time 

 Identifying locations around town 

 Discussing after school activities 

 Expressing negation in regard to hobbies and activities 

 Understanding significance of duplicating Chinese words to 

change the meaning of the singular word 

 

 
Q2 

Cultural Connections 

 Chinese movies and television programs 

 Creation and components of characters, abstract & associative 

 Development of the Internet in China 

 Chinese sports 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 1 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 1 

 Online Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 8 – Transportation & Travel/ Unit 1 (Book 2) My Friends & I 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Discussing different types of transportation from various 

locations 

 Identifying the location points of travel  

 Asking and responding to questions about where people are 

 Asking and telling about how one goes somewhere 

 Asking for and giving directions 

 Utilizing various prepositions when providing directions 

 Suggesting different modes of transportation 

 Utilizing proper etiquette when asking for information regarding 

travel 

 Talking about friends 

 Asking for someone’s last name 

 Obtaining further information about who one is 

 Introducing and welcoming others 

 Asking people where they are from 

 Comparing physical characteristics with yourself and others 

 Making comparisons with age 

 Giving praises 

 Extending invitations to others 

 Discussing individuals’ daily routines 

 

 
Q3 

Cultural Connections 

 Beijing airport and train station 

 Popular Chinese means of transportation 

 Traffic regulations in China 

 Differences in characters when reading and writing in Chinese 

 Basic strokes, writing Chinese 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 1 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 1 

 Online Resources 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 2 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 2 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 2 – My Family 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Discussing one’s house and garden 

 Asking what furniture there is in a room 

 Describing the location of a room, using prepositions to specify 

 Describing the garden and what is in it 

 Giving praises based on care of garden and condition of home 

 Introducing places in and around the home 

 Utilizing adverbs in descriptions and sentence patterns 

 
Q4 

Cultural Connections 

 Emphasis on flowers in Chinese gardens 

 Character Stroke Order 

 Symbolism of ‘Fu’ character 

 Differences of Northern Chinese houses 

 Art of calligraphy 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 2 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 2 

 Online Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 

CHINESE GRADE 8 CURRICULUM 
 

Theme: Unit 3 – Shopping  

 
Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Discussing foods and drinks 

 Using Chinese currency 

 Talking about shopping for different products 

 Asking and responding to what one wishes to buy 

 Discussing prices and quantities 

 Comparing quality and price of products 

 Using measure words relating to quantity and weight 

 Utilizing the Chinese question word for “how much” 

 Using Chinese auxiliary verbs 

 Using comparative sentence patterns 

 

 
Q1 

Cultural Connections 

 Character radicals, indicate meaning 

 Chinese currency, Renminbi 

 ‘Kingdom of Bicycles,’ important mode of transportation 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 2 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 2 

 Online Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 4 – School Life  

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Describing school subjects and activities 

 Discussing homework and assessments  

 Sharing preferences concerning sports and hobbies 

 Discussing student schedules at school 

 Utilizing action verbs in written and oral language 

 Expressing negation 

 Forming questions 

 Recognizing Chinese sentence patterns with the verbs ‘come’ 

and ‘go’ 

 

 
Q2 

Cultural Connections 

 Chinese characters with multiple components 

 Popular Chinese word with multiple meanings depending on 

use 

 Middle school life in China 

 Extracurricular activities in China 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 2 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 2 

 Online Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 5 – Environment and Health  /Unit 6 – Fashion and Entertainment 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Discussing weather conditions and the different seasons 

 Talking about outdoor activities 

 Sharing seasonal preferences 

 Discussing different symptoms and aliments 

 Describing how you and others feel when sick 

 Asking how one feels 

 Utilizing comparatives 

 Using adverbs and prepositional phrases 

 Utilizing a Chinese word to indicate a situational change 

 Describing colors, clothes and accessories 

 Discussing preferences with colors and clothing choices 

 Giving compliments 

 Commenting on Chinese fashion trends 

 Talking about attending a concert/opera 

 

 
Q3 

Cultural Connections 

 Taiji, form Chinese exercise 

 Weather in Beijing 

 Poem, “A poem about the willow” 

 Early morning activities in China 

 Traditional Chinese medicines 

 Beijing opera and concerts 

 Cheongsam, woman’s traditional dress 

 Makeup for cast at Beijing opera 

 Introduction to Chinese music and instruments 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 2 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 2 

 Online Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 7 – Media 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Talking about Chinese television programs 

 Discussing various channels and their differences 

 Recognizing famous actors and actresses 

 Talking about different forms of advertising through cell phones, 

radios, and televisions 

 Comparing and contrasting programs and advertisements 

 Using the two words “because” and “therefore” together in 

Chinese sentences 

 
Q4 

Cultural Connections 

 Chinese television programs 

 Chinese movie stars 

 Chinese cell phone commercials 

 Character writing development 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Happy Chinese Textbook Volume 2 

 Happy Chinese Workbook Volume 2 

 Online Resources 

 



I. OVERVIEW 

Students in the middle school are introduced to the beauty of the French language through the four basic 

communication skills of language learning: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Units are built around a 

cultural theme and are divided into sections of dialogues, narratives, pronunciation, vocabulary, grammatical 

structure, and review drills. The approach is multimedia. All objectives are practiced with the goal of 

communicative and cultural awareness. 

II. RATIONALE 

The study of languages other than English is vital for students as they prepare to work and live in a global 

community. About 6.5% of the world's population speaks English as a first language. Researchers calculate that 

another 18.5% speak it as a second or foreign language, which leaves 75% of humanity who don't understand a 

word of English. 

Students who are proficient in more than one language have a vast array of career opportunities open to them, 

ranging from work with well-known multinational companies to international organizations or charities. 

Students who are proficient in more than one language are typically better versed in the understanding of 

grammar and syntax. 

In addition, research by the College Board shows that the longer students study a foreign language the higher 

their math and verbal SAT scores. Knowledge of a foreign language improves the student’s understanding and 

appreciation of their own language, and makes learning of a third language significantly easier. 

III. GOALS (Linked to NJ Core Content Standards) 

7.1 World Languages: All students will be able to use a world language in addition to English to engage in 

meaningful conversation, to understand and interpret spoken and written language, and to present information, 

concepts, and ideas, while also gaining an understanding of the perspectives of other cultures. Through 

language study, they will make connections with other content areas, compare the language and culture studied 

with their own, and participate in home and global communities. 

• Language learners can be expected to move through levels of proficiency at different rates. In addition, 

language learners may demonstrate differing proficiencies depending upon the communicative mode in which 

they are functioning (interpersonal, interpretive, or presentational). In Harding Township School, students who 

complete the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade sequence should meet the cumulative progress indicators for the Novice -

Mid Level of proficiency. Novice-Mid Level students communicate using memorized words and phrases to 

talk about familiar topics related to school, home, and the community. By the end of French 8th grade, French 

students will: 

A Interpretive Mode 

1. Recognize familiar spoken or written words and phrases contained in culturally authentic 

 materials using electronic information sources related to targeted themes.  

2. Demonstrate comprehension of simple, oral and written directions, commands, and requests 

 through appropriate physical response.  

3. Recognize a few common gestures and cultural practices associated with the target culture(s).  

4. Identify familiar people, places, and objects based on simple oral and/or written descriptions.  

5. Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral and written messages using age- and level-appropriate, 



            culturally authentic materials on familiar topics.  

B. Interpersonal Mode 

1. Use digital tools to exchange basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level related 

 to self and targeted themes.  

2. Give and follow simple oral and written directions, commands, and requests when participating 

 in age-appropriate classroom and cultural activities.  

3. Imitate appropriate gestures and intonation of the target culture(s)/language during greetings, 

 leave-takings, and daily interactions.  

4. Ask and respond to simple questions, make requests, and express preferences using memorized 

 words and phrases.  

5. Exchange information using words, phrases, and short sentences practiced in class on familiar 

 topics or on topics studied in other content areas.  

C. Presentational Mode 

1. Use basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level to create a multimedia-rich 

 presentation on targeted themes to be shared virtually with a target language audience.  

2. Imitate, recite, and/or dramatize simple poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits.  

3. Copy/write words, phrases, or simple guided texts on familiar topics.  

4. Present information from age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials orally or in 

 writing.  

5. Name and label tangible cultural products and imitate cultural practices from the target 

 culture(s).  

IV. ESSENTIAL CONTENT AND ACTIVITIES 

 See attached tables. 

V. EVALUATION 

 See attached tables. 

VI. RESOURCES 

A. Basic Text:  

Discovering French Nouveau Bleu 1A (This is used for all of 6th grade study and the first half of the 7th grade 

year.) McDougal Littell, 2004. 

Discovering French Nouveau Bleu 1B (This is used for the second half of 7th grade study and all of the 8th 

grade year.) McDougal Littell, 2004. 



B. Supplementary Materials: See attached tables. 

VII. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 Please see attached tables. 



HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 

FRENCH GRADE 5 CURRICULUM 
 

Level: Fifth Grade 

Units of Study: 

 Engaging in short conversations with others 

 Greeting friends and adults differently 

 Asking others how they are feeling 

 Counting from 0-40 

 Utilizing the French alphabet to spell various words 

 Adopting a French name and pronouncing it correctly 

 Sharing the date by using the months of the year as well as the days of the 

week, including birthdays 

 Differentiating between masculine and feminine French nouns 

 Introducing and pointing out someone 

 Participating in a research project based on a French cultural aspect 

Cultural Connections: 

 Brainstorm various French cognates 

 Discuss French foods/holidays 

 Compare/contrast telling time 

 Talk about French/American schools and 

home life in France and in the U.S.A. 

 Recognize American influences in France 

 Discuss common expressions in French 

 Understand cultural perspectives in the 

French speaking world 

 Investigations/presentations based on French 

cultural aspects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 

FRENCH GRADE 6 CURRICULUM 

 

Theme: Unit 1 – Getting Acquainted   

 
Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Greeting and meeting friends 

 Identifying oneself 

 Asking someone’s name 

 Making introductions 

 Giving one’s telephone number 

 Stating one’s nationality and where one is from 

 Counting from 0-100 

 Expressing one’s feelings 

 Pointing out people and finding out who they are 

 Identifying male and female friends 

 Talking about other people 

 Asking about people, using the definite articles 

 Discussing people’s names 

 Introducing one’s family 

 Discussing age 

 Introducing French colors 

 

 
Q1-Q2 

Cultural Connections 

 French salutations 

 Going back to school in France 

 French names 

 Astérix, a French cartoon character 

 Martinique, a French island 

 French friendships 

 Quebec, the Canadian Province 

 Importance of the extended French family 

 Increasing students’ awareness of the francophone world, 

looking at different countries’ flags 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities, pair work 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Textbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Workbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Video Program 

 iPad applications and resources 

 Classroom SmartBoard 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 2 – Everyday Life in France 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Offering and asking for food 

 Ordering something to drink 

 Offering and selecting beverages 

 Placing an order at a café 

 Asking about prices and paying for it 

 Asking someone for a loan 

 Telling time 

 Discussing appointment times 

 Asking and answering questions about train schedules 

 Talking about days of the week and dates 

 Discussing birthdays 

 Talking about the weather and seasons 

 Learning basic parts of the body 

 

 
Q2-Q3 

Cultural Connections 

 Euro, European money 

 French cafés, where French teens eat/socialize with their 

friends 

 French cuisine 

 Use of the 24 hour clock when traveling 

 Celsius degrees vs. Fahrenheit degrees 

 Calendar differences 

 Alouette, Canadian song - development of cross-cultural 

awareness 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities, pair work 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Textbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Workbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Video Program 

 iPad applications and resources 

 Classroom SmartBoard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 3 – Daily Activities 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Describing daily activities 

 Offering and receiving invitations, declining invitations 

 Expressing likes and dislikes 

 Indicating preferences 

 Introducing French verbs that end in –ER 

 Asking others what they like to do 

 Expressing wishes 

 Indicating what people would like to do 

 Identifying people and where they are 

 Conjugating and utilizing the French verb ÊTRE 

 Identifying the subject pronouns 

 Asking yes/no questions 

 Expressing negation 

 Choosing prepositions and conjunctions 

 Talking about one’s activities 

 Conjugating and utilizing French verbs ending in –ER 

 Using descriptive adverbs in complete sentences 

 Asking for information using interrogative expressions 

 Asking what people are doing 

 Describing what people are doing 

 Conjugating and utilizing the French verb FAIRE 

 Asking questions using inversion 

 

 
Q4 

Cultural Connections 

 Leisure time 

 French get-togethers 

 Use of cell phones and the Internet in France 

 Comparing television schedules in France and the U.S.A. 

 Wednesday afternoons in France 

 Senegal and African music 

 Vietnamese in France 

 School Life in France 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities, pair work 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Textbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Workbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Video Program 

 iPad applications and resources 

 Classroom SmartBoard 

 



HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 

FRENCH GRADE 7 CURRICULUM 

 

Theme: Unit 4 – People & Possessions 

 
Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Describing people and things 

 Describing appearance and age 

 Identifying objects 

 Asking for things 

 Discussing possession 

 Indicating preferences 

 Talking about whether things work 

 Describing one’s room 

 Saying where things are located 

 Conjugating and utilizing the French verb AVOIR 

 Indentifying and utilizing definite and indefinite articles 

 Expressing negation with articles 

 Contradicting negative statements 

 Making generalizations 

 Discussing repeated events 

 Describing school schedules 

 Using masculine and feminine adjectives to describe nouns 

 Identifying different nationalities  

 Describing objects by color and size 

 Position of French adjectives in a sentence 

 Noun-Adjective agreement in French 

 Expressing opinions 

 

 
Q1-Q2 

Cultural Connections 

 Haiti, French Caribbean island 

 Appreciating cultural perspectives on friendships 

 Getting a driver’s license in France 

 Other modes of transportation in France, scooters/mopeds 

 Toulouse, center of French aeronautic and space industry 

 Casual conversational French expressions 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities, pair work 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Textbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Workbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1A Video Program 

 iPad applications and resources 

 Classroom SmartBoard 



 

Theme: Unit 5 – City Life 

 
Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Getting around in a French city 

 Talking about where one lives 

 Identifying places in one’s hometown 

 Asking for directions 

 Describing one’s home 

 Going to places, talking about future plans 

 Conjugating and utilizing the French verb ALLER 

 Describing where people are going and not going 

 Utilizing the preposition ‘à’ with the definite article 

 Explaining reasons why one goes somewhere 

 Talking about going to someone’s house 

 Talking about future plans 

 Finding out what people are talking about 

 Conjugating and utilizing the French verb VENIR 

 Utilizing the preposition ‘de’ with the definite article 

 Discussing sports, games and music 

 Identifying and utilizing stress pronouns 

 Using French construction of ‘noun + de + noun” to describe objects 

and people 

 Talking about one’s family 

 Talking about possessions using possessive adjectives 

 Describing family relationships 

 Indicating sequence with ordinal numbers 

 

 
Q3-Q4 

Cultural Connections 

 French cities, Tours 

 The capitol city, Paris, and its monuments 

 Cultural connections using street names 

 Popularity of pets in France 

 Going to French movies 

 Tintin, Belgian comic hero  

 Popular Francophone music 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities, pair work 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Textbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Workbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Video Program 

 iPad applications and resources 

 Classroom SmartBoard 

 



HARDING TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOL 

FRENCH GRADE 8 CURRICULUM 
 

Theme: Unit 6 – Shopping for Clothes & Accessories 

 
Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Talking about clothing and accessories 

 Talking about what one wears when 

 Selecting gifts 

 Buying clothes in a store, asking about prices 

 Explain why one is not buying certain items 

 Using French numbers 0-1000  

 Conjugating and utilizing stem-changing French verbs 

 Describing what and whom people are bringing to a picnic 

 Describing purchases 

 Utilizing demonstrative adjectives to point out people and things 

 Utilizing interrogative adjectives for clarification 

 Saying where to put things 

 Making comparisons 

 Conjugating and utilizing French verbs ending in –IR 

 Using irregular French adjectives 

 Giving suggestions and commands 

 Asking how many things people have 

 Discussing what one feels like doing 

 Describing what people in a restaurant want and what it costs 

 Utilizing the pronoun ‘on’ to talk about people in general 

 Conjugating and utilizing French verb ending in –RE 

 

 
Q1-Q2 

Cultural Connections 

 French stores, including the department store 

 French shopping habits and sales 

 Cultural differences in how teens purchase clothing and from 

where French teens get their spending money 

 Making purchases on the Internet 

 Algeria, prior French colony 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities, pair work 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Textbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Workbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Video Program 

 iPad applications and resources 

 Classroom SmartBoard 

 



Theme: Unit 7 – Leisure-Time Activities 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 

 Talking about vacations, sports and weekend activities 

 Describing what people are doing 

 Describing future plans 

 Describing what happened in the past using ‘le passé composé’ 

 Expressing thirst, hunger, and other feelings 

 Narrating past events in logical sequence 

 Talking about what did not happen in the past 

 Asking questions about the past 

 Describing past events 

 Talking about what one sees 

 Using appropriate past participles in the past tense for different 

verb groups 

 Describing where people went 

 Using ‘le passé composé’ with ÊTRE and verbs of motion 

 Drawing conclusions about past actions 

 Saying that one never does something and using other negative 

constructions 

 

 
Q2-Q3 

Cultural Connections 

 Vacations and sports the French enjoy 

 Weekends in France 

 Féte De La Musique, French holiday 

 Morocco, Islamic Northern African country 

 Television watching habits of teens in France and the U.S.A. 

 Tastes in music 

Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities, pair work 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Textbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Workbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Video Program 

 iPad applications and resources 

 Classroom SmartBoard 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theme: Unit 8 – Food & Meals 

 

Content & Skills Time Frame 
 Discussing meals, foods, and beverages 

 Choosing food and expressing opinions/preferences about food 

 Asking for utensils 

 Asking where certain foods are 

 Writing shopping lists 

 Talking about fruits and vegetables 

 Purchasing food at the market 

 Talking about what one wants in a restaurant 

 Conjugating and utilizing the French verb VOULOIR 

 Describing what people are doing using French verb PRENDRE 

 Discussing quantities and using the partitive article 

 Making negative statements with the partitive article 

 Talking about what one does and does not eat/drink 

 Describing beverage choices 

 Referring to oneself and to others using object pronouns 

 Asking friends to do things for you and not 

 Describing others’ actions 

 Giving orders using object pronouns 

 Asking for appropriate services 

 Borrowing things from friends 

 Saying what one can and must do 

 Making excuses 

 Determining shopping options 

 Talking about friends and acquaintances  

 Talking about whom one knows 

 Utilizing direct/indirect object pronouns when talking about people 

and things 

 Describing what people say and write 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Q3-Q4 

Cultural Connections 

 French meals and the market 

 School cafeterias in France and what is served 

 French restaurants 

 French cuisine, les crêpes 

 French picnics 

 Creole cuisine, Martinique & Guadeloupe 

 Comparing meals in France and in the U.S.A. 



Assessments 

 Vocabulary based quizzes 

 Grammar based quizzes 

 Pronunciation based quizzes 

 Unit tests 

 Individual/group projects 

 In-class activities 

 Homework assignments 

 Online practice resources 

 iPad voice recordings 

Materials 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Textbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Workbook 

 Discovering French Nouveau Bleu, 1B Video Program 

 iPad applications and resources 

 Classroom SmartBoard 
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